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Learning and Teaching 
A strategic SLT Meeting planned for Friday 9 March to take forward the Learning @ Lasswade Policy document. 
Aspects from the Building Learning Power conference attended by C Hornell, J McKay and K Hughes will be introduced 
into school practice and Personal Support lessons to help develop independent learners and increase challenge. 
 
The Creative Design CAR postponed at Christmas will be rescheduled once an Art & Design specialist has been 
identified to form part of the CAR Team.  This is likely to be in the 2018/2019 session.   
 
Exam Leave dates are currently being agreed and will be communicated to students and parents before Easter.  Details 
will be placed on the school website.  Our Exam Diet begins on Tuesday 1st May with Geography and ends on Monday 
4th June with Politics. Midlothian guidance allows no study leave for students undertaking qualifications up to National 4 
level.  Parents/carers of S4 students will be permitted to request Study Leave for students sitting National 5 
examinations.  Students in S5/6 do not need to apply for Study Leave.   No student is permitted more than 20 days of 
Study Leave.  
 
It is expected that National 3/National 4/National 5 courses will begin at the change of timetable on Tuesday 8 May.  A 
bespoke programme for those not eligible for Study leave will run from the start of Study Leave until the change of 
timetable.   Learning and teaching in Higher/Advanced Higher classes will not begin until Monday 4th June when all 
students return from Study Leave. 
 
Vision and Leadership 
Senior Phase Coursing is progressing, approximately 80% of student choices have already been entered into our ‘choices’ 
software.  Some areas already likely to be oversubscribed given the staffing we have.  This emphasises the importance of 
‘reserve’ choices.  Coursing of S2 into S3 is due to be completed by Friday.   The ‘snow days’ have meant an adjustment 
of deadlines.  
 
Our new DHT Lynsey Struthers will take up post on Monday 4th June.     
 
Analysis of our DREAM rubric has shown some interesting data.  Across all our values we see a doubling of inconsistent 
entries as students enter S2.  This level of ‘inconsistent’ entries is largely maintained through to S6 with improvements in 
‘respect’ and to some extent ‘ambition’ evident from S4 onwards.  Our intention is that ongoing analysis of this data will 
help to evidence the impact our school improvement plans.       
 
Jack McKay is co-ordinating the training of 12 staff as ‘Impact Coaches’ with the second training session planned for 
May.  These coaches have particular roles in relation to improving the quality of learning for our students.   
 
Ross Shields, as SQA Development Post Holder, has collated Student Prelim Experience feedback.  We are currently 
consulting with PTs on; the timing of prelims next session and how we communicate prelim results to students.  Student 
Support teams have also been asked to adjust the PSE programme for S4 next session to improve S4 preparation for the 
prelim experience.   
 
Principal Teacher Creative Design interviews are planned for Thursday 8 March 2018.   Interviews for the Principal 
Teacher English and Literacy will take place week beginning 19th March.  The recruitment/selection process in relation to 
‘wee’ Principal Teacher posts in Creative Design, English, Mathematics, Science and Social Studies is currently being 
finalised with Employment & Reward. 
 
 
Partnership 
As in previous years, we are working with Live ‘n’ Learn on Tuesday 6 and Wednesday 7 March to deliver some study 
skills sessions for our S4 cohort in preparation for their SQA exams.   
 
S4-S6 Electoral Registration is scheduled for Thursday 8 March 2018. 
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Art Showcase is planned for Thursday 22 March 2018. 
 
Good attendance at the S1 Parents’ Evening on Tuesday 27 February 2018. 
 
We have agreed a partnership with an organisation called ‘Your Space’.  They will begin working with us from April and 
with students from August.   They will provide a weekly counselling service that will support students on an individual, 
and potentially families, on an individual basis.  In addition, staff consultation sessions will be scheduled along with a 
student drop-in service at lunchtime.  We have engaged for a year with a view to developing the partnership depending 
upon impact and available finance.    
 
People 
Congratulations to Christine Shankland who has moved from Physical Education into a Support for Learning role.  
Christine will also continue to teach Dance.   
 
Welcome to 

Emma Murray, Science Technician Shirley Oliphant, Learning Assistant (joins 1903218) 

Morven Butler, Science Laboratory Assistant Judah Thomson, Learning Assistant 

Alex Baldwin, IT Assistant (start date to be confirmed) Charlene Milligan, Learning Assistant 

 
Congratulations to the undernoted staff who have secured posts in other schools 

Stephen Carruthers, Teacher of Mathematics Elizabeth Pirie, Teacher of Art & Design 

 
Current Vacancies 

 PTC Creative Design  Teacher of English 

 PTC English and Literacy  Teacher of Mathematics x 2 

 Learning Assistant x 2  Youth Worker x 2 

 Teacher of Art & Design   

 
Culture and Ethos 
In August 2018, Lasswade High School will launch its School of Football in partnership with the SFA and Bonnyrigg 
Rose Football Club.  The opportunity will be available to current P7 students who will be attending Lasswade High 
School in August.  Football will become a subject within the S1 school curriculum and the programme will be delivered 
by a SFA ‘C’ Licensed Coach. 
 
The Scottish Schools Swimming Championship went to Natalie Jones (S2) with the silver awarded to Iona Wilson (S2).  
Congratulations to both swimmers on a fantastic achievement. 
 
Well done to our U/15 boys’ basketball team on reaching the semi final of the Scottish Cup. 
 
To mark LGBT History Month on Friday 23rd February, some of our S1 students took part in a ‘Human Library’ 
session.  The Human Library is an internationally recognised approach to promoting tolerance and inclusion through 
getting people together to have conversations.  The Human Library gives participants the chance to meet lots of people 
from different backgrounds and learn about other people’s lives by asking questions and engaging in conversations.   
Lasswade’s Human Library day included visitors from a variety of religious faiths, those with disabilities, members of the 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender community, and people who work in a range of occupations, including the 

police and equalities staff.   
 

SPOTY nominees are being announced this week with individual campaigning to follow in the run up to the awards 
ceremony scheduled for Thursday 26 April 2018. 
 
Chinese New Year celebrations were recently held in the school on behalf of SCEN with an entertaining concert 
provided by a visiting Chinese Performing Arts School.  Many of our Mandarin students, students from neighbouring 
primary schools and other Confucius Hub schools attended.  Details soon on the school website.   

 
Forthcoming Calendar Events: 

 Thursday 22 March – At Showcase, 6.00 pm – 8.00 pm 

 Friday 23 March – Fundraising Dress Down Day 

 Friday 30 April – Monday 16 April inclusive – Easter holidays 

 Tuesday 17 April – staff and students resume 
 


