
 

 

3 April 2020 
 
Our Ref : CH/DS 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope that you are all keeping well and staying safe through these difficult, challenging and ever changing 
times.  For those who are self-isolating or unwell, my thoughts are with you. 
 
In this new era, our temporary new values base, #SERVICE is clearly being demonstrated across our 
school community. This values base, #SERVICE, and our new temporary mission statement, beBrave, 
staySafe, beBrilliant’ has underpinned our work.  
 
In terms of e-learning our teams have been working from home providing work, via GLOW and 
predominantly the Google Suite of apps, to support students with their studies.  I would like to say a huge 
thank you to parents/carers for all that you have been doing to keep learning going during this time.  I know 
that everyone is doing their best; please do not worry if everything is not yet perfect.  We are all learning to 
adapt.  With your invaluable support, your contribution is making a positive difference.  If there are 
particular issues with this aspect of our work please email into our dedicated mailbox e-
learning.lasswade@mgfl.net 
 
As we approach what would have been the Easter break, students will not routinely be set work by 
their teachers.  I’m sure you’ll understand, but it is essential that our students and our staff take their well-
deserved break so there will be minimal contact during the two week Easter period, Monday 6 April to 
Friday 17 April inclusive.  There may be some Easter holiday work set for some classes, but we see the 
Easter break as a time for all families to do things together less formally and for those who are behind to 
catch up as best they can.  Our e-learning will resume when we would normally return.   
 
Our Key Worker Hub has been open this week, with a skeleton staff, looking after the children of essential 
service occupations.  During the Easter holiday period our Hub relocates to Paradykes Primary School, our 
staff remain involved as volunteers. 
 
Our work in terms of SQA is ongoing and since yesterday we have been focussing on the latest SQA 
advice. Please see our recently published website post on the statement.  We still await further guidance 
due before 20/04/20. 
 
In what are difficult times for staff, parent/carers and most importantly our Senior Phase students I want to 
remind you of what the Depute First Minister, DFM, said when he announced the cancellation of the Exam 
Diet.  The following is an exact quote,  
 

‘Whilst the protection of life is our overriding priority here, we must do our upmost to ensure that the 
interests and life chances of our young people, due to sit exams from the end of April, are protected.  
Their achievements must be rightly and fairly recognised. I want the 2020 cohort to hold their heads 
high and gain the qualifications and awards that they deserve, after many years of hard work.  I 
know they will be very worried by the situation they face and I want them to be assured we are 
doing all that we can to deliver the best outcome for them. 
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Scotland’s Chief Examining Officer has advised me that, with the support of the wider education 
system, a credible certification model can be put in place that can command confidence in the 
absence of the exam diet – to ensure that young people in our schools and colleges who, through 
no fault of their own, are unable to sit exams, are not in any way disadvantaged.’ 

DFM and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills, Mr John Swinney, statement to Scottish Parliament, 19/03/20 

I do believe that as clarity emerges a good and appropriate system, in the circumstances, is developing.  It 
does appear to be in the spirt of the above statement by the DFM. 
 
During the holiday period when further SQA clarity emerges our communication methods will kick in with 
website posts to provide analysis and associated GroupCalls to alert parents/carers.  In addition, we will 
post similar information into relevant Google Year Group classrooms.   
 
Our Student Support teams have been busy reaching out to families via wellbeing phone calls and emails.  
This process, like our e-learning programme, will be placed ‘on hold’ during the Easter Break period.  
 
I would like to wish you all a happy and healthy Easter, when it arrives. We are all facing significant 
changes to our normal activities and routines.  Looking after our mental and physical health is going to be 
very important, so I encourage you and your families to ‘beBrave, staySafe, beBrilliant’ and most 
importantly comply with public health measures. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr C Hornell 
Head Teacher 
 

  


