Lasswade High School

Our Mobile Phones Policy in Practice

Our Expectations of Students in Classrooms

Our expectation is that classrooms are mobile-phone free environments to support students
to engage fully with learning. This is underpinned by the following procedures:

Every classroom will have visible, accessible phone pockets fixed to the wall at the front

Every student will be assigned a number based on their place on the register which is noted
on the seating plan

Students will be expected to put their phone into their assigned pocket at the beginning
every lesson. They will pick up their phone at the end of every lesson and put it away into
their school bags

If students need to leave the classroom for any reason, they will be expected to leave their
mobile phone in the pocket

Teachers will not touch mobile phones: students will be responsible for storing their phone in
the pocket and retrieving it at the end of the lesson

When students are in practical PE classes, they will leave their phones securely locked in
the changing rooms

What will happen if students use their mobile phones in the classroom?

If students refuse to follow instructions or are using their mobile phones in classroom, the
following consequences will apply:

Class teachers will report mobile phone use using the Duty Calls line
The Duty Head will attend to the classroom

The mobile phone will be collected by the Duty Head, put into a labelled envelope and taken to
reception where they will be securely stored until the end of the school day

Parents and carers will be informed that their child’s phone has been confiscated

Where students refuse to engage with the Duty Head, parental contact will be made by the
student’s Student Support teacher and follow up meetings arranged as quickly as possible




Our Expectations of Students in Corridors and Stairwells

Our expectation is that corridors and stairwells are mobile phone free In the interests of health
and safety and to ensure safe movement around the school. This is underpinned by the
following procedures:

Students must not use their mobile phones in corridors and stairwells when walking around
the school or moving between classes

Mobile phones should be stored out of sight in school bags or jacket pockets

The Duty Head will confiscate mobile phones in line with classroom procedures if students
are caught using mobile phones in corridors or stairwells

Our Expectations of Students at Break and Lunchtime

For 2026-27, students are permitted to use their mobile phones in the ground floor atrium
area at break and lunch times

S6 students are permitted to use their mobile phones in the S6 area during unsupervised
study periods

Exemptions

Student Support Teams have identified students who require exemptions to our Mobile Phone Policy:

Information about which students are exempt will be shared with all teachers through
our Confidential Bulletin and students will be provided with a Mobile Phone Exemption
Card

Students with medical exemptions will be allowed to keep their mobile phones and use them
as required, for example, diabetic students

Other exemptions will be agreed on an individual basis between students, their families and
the relevant House Team. For example, this will be agreed for Young Carers




Our Mobile Phones Policy in Practice:

Our Expectations of Staff

We have worked collegiately with staff and professional associations to develop the
following expectations of teachers in their personal mobile phone use in Lasswade High
School:

To ensure the integrity of our policy, staff personal phone use should be discreet and kept
away from pupils

Teachers’ phones should not be visible at all when pupils are present

Teaching staff should store phones in staff bases or in classroom drawers or filing cabinets
and should be kept on silent at all times

Teachers may use their phones in classrooms during non-contact times at their own
discretion, provided they are away from students and the door to the room is closed

Phones belonging to non-teaching staff phones should not be visible at all when pupils are
present and support staff should store phones in lockers in the CL Base

Phone use is permitted in adult zones including staff bases and offices where staff take
breaks during the working day

There may be exceptional circumstances where staff require access to their mobile
phone during the school day which should be agreed with their line manager

Our Mobile Phones Policy in Practice:

Our Ask of Parents and Carers

The support and engagement of Parents and Carers is crucial to the success of our mobile
phones policy. We have engaged extensively with our Parent Council and the wider parent
forum and ask parents and carers to support us by doing the following:

We ask that parents and carers support our policy by encouraging their children to follow
our mobile phones procedures in classrooms, corridors and stairwells

We ask that parents and carers avoid contacting their children using their mobile phone
during classroom periods as much as possible

We ask that parents and carers use the school office or student support to contact their
children in event of an emergency, especially during classroom periods

We ask that parents and carers engage proactively with their child’s student support
teacher where they feel that their child requires an exemption to the policy

We ask that parents and carers follow up appropriately with their children where their
mobile phone has to be confiscated and attend meetings around problematic mobile
phone use as required.




